I.    THE LADY OF KARAIKAL
Some of the legends in the Tamil Periya Puranam relate to the period between the first and second great revivals of Qaivism, and a few are anterior to both* It seems pretty certain that, while the Jains and Buddhists were active and apparently triumphant everywhere, there were a great multitude of the faithful Qaivites who, like the Covenanters in Scotland were rendered more zealous by the persecutions to which they were exposed. Among these was the 'Mother' of Karaikal,. who was a poetess, many of whose verses are still preserved.
The legend gives a most interesting picture of some phases of South-Indian life a thousand years ago.* The 'Mother' was the wife of a rich merchant, of Karaikal,* whose name was Paramadattan ('Endowed with heavenly gifts'). Her own name was Punithavathiyar ('The pure'J. She was very devout, and especially careful to entertain all Caiva devotees that came to her door. One day her husband received from some persons who had come to him on business a present of two mangoes, of a very superior kind, which he sent home to his wife. Soon afterwards, a holy devotee arrived at the house as a mendicant guest ; but she had nothing ready to offer him except some boiled rice. This she set before him, and having no other condiment to present, gave him one of-the aforesaid mangoes,
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